Altered immune function in unaffected first-degree biological relatives of schizophrenia patients.
Inflammatory and immune processes have been implicated in the etiopathology of schizophrenia. We demonstrate the existence of immune function alteration, assessed by serum cytokine's levels, not only in schizophrenia patients but also in their unaffected first-degree relatives. This finding may provide a new data for considering cytokines as schizophrenic disease biomarkers.